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First and most important lesson
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- Contact your institution’s Research Support Services!

- Most organizations have a support process in place to 

guide and help you with your NIH application. 

- Some functions cannot be performed without institutional

support.
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What is NIH and what does it fund?
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NIH (National Institutes of Health) is the primary federal agency supporting medical, health, and 

behavioral research, and it is made up of 27 Institutes and Centers and the Office of the 

Director. About 80% of the NIH budget funds extramural research through grants, contracts, and 

other awards.

NIH Budget approx. 43 billions for 2021 and 51,96 billions for 2022

NIH will award grants directly to non-US institutions 

(no US collaboration necessary)

Examples of the institutes: National Cancer Institute (NCI) 

National Institute of Aging (NIA) National Institute on Drug

Abuse (NIDA) National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI) 

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) etc.
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What topics are funded by NIH?
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There are different funding schemes
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R01

NIH Research Project Grant Program (R01)

•Used to support a discrete, specified, circumscribed research project

•NIH's most commonly used grant program

•No specific dollar limit unless specified in FOA

•Advance permission required for $500K or more (direct costs) in any year

•Generally awarded for 3 -5 years

R03

NIH Small Grant Program (R03):

•Provides limited funding for a short period of time to support a variety of types of projects, including: pilot or 

feasibility studies, collection of preliminary data, secondary analysis of existing data, small, self-contained 

research projects, development of new research technology, etc.

•Limited to two years of funding

•Direct costs generally up to $50,000 per year

•Not renewable

R13

NIH Support for Conferences and Scientific Meetings (R13 and U13)

•Support for high quality conferences/scientific meetings that are relevant to NIH's scientific mission and to the 

public health

•Requires advance permission from the funding IC

•Foreign institutions are not eligible to apply

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/r01.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/r03.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/r13/index.htm
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The NIH main page
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https://www.nih.gov/grants-funding

Go to: Grants home page
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Grants and Funding https://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm
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If you want to see what

has been funded in 

your topic
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Finding a grant
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Call text
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First check if foreign institutes are eligible
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SECTION 3
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The forms – Start well in time!
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Main review criteria
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• Significance of research.

• Investigator(s).

• Innovation.

• Approach.

• Environment.
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Now open – AoF Funding for research
collaboration with USA
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THANK YOU!


